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Influence of Plato on Shakespeare in the Use of Mimesis
[bookmark: _GoBack]Plato had a significant influence on Shakespeare in his perception of poetic imitation. Just like Plato, Shakespeare portrays the world artistically in a series of plays that expose large truths of a degraded society that may seem obvious but not always apparent. The poetic works of Shakespeare are a true reflection of the platonic wisdom and his perspective of things in the material world. Shakespeare is able to transform this platonic wisdom into a fully realized dramatic action. Through Shakespeare’s work, an expose of platonic view of imitation is through art that continually alert the readers not to take everything at face value. When one views Shakespeare’s poetic work as whole, use of mimesis is apparent and reflect the style of Plato’s artistic dialogues.
